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    Saucon Valley Conservancy
             Celebrating Its
           15th Anniversary 

Heller  Homestead  News

Our members and guests enjoyed a 
fun night of socializing while taking in 
the gorgeous works of art by Joseph 
Sofka during our recent artist’s recep-
tion.  (More info on page 2)

Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society (NCHGS) to visit the site.  They supported renovating the site and linking it 
to the nearby Hellertown grist mill by a parkway along the creek.  Former Director of the NCHGS, Janet E. Nugent, wrote, “From a 
historic viewpoint this farm and the buildings are important fi rst because of the Heller family, which gave its name to the Borough of 
Hellertown, and secondly, because the buildings are original to the site, and have been altered very little on the outside.”  Ms. Nugent 
ends by concluding, “If the park were to extend along the creek to the buildings operated by the Hellertown Historical Society, it would 
not only generate more interest in the farm and those buildings, but would present a better picture of the way the area used to be, and 
how it developed.”

On August 12, 1988, Lower Saucon Township Council granted preliminary approval to the K. Hovnanian subdivision plans for Society 
Hill at Saucon Valley.  The 91.5-acre tract was previously owned by Zenon and Elizabeth Nowicki and was sold to Attorney Den-
nis Benner and K. Hovnanian.  As part of the agreements, about fourteen acres of land along the Saucon Creek and seven acres of 
land in Wassergass were dedicated to the Township for perpetual open space and recreation preservation and are presently part of the 
Lower Saucon Township Park system. The parcel along the Saucon Creek was divided into an 11.7-acre parcel located in a private, 
rustic area near the Hellertown border and the 2.2-acre homestead lot.

Continued on page 3

The Saucon Valley Conservancy would like to express 
our sincere appreciation to the following individuals who 
offered their assistance and advice in November and 
December of 1992 and co-founded the Conservancy on 
January 7, 1993:  Dale Ahlum; Perma Heller Bokan; 
Marcus Brandt, President; Mary Ann Chegezy; 
Nelson Chegezy, Vice President; Michael Nemetz, 

Vice President; Ian Cramb; Attorney Bruce Davis, Legal 
Advisor; Patricia Davis; Priscilla deLeon, Councilwoman, 
Lower Saucon Township; Gregory Heller, Secretary; Cathy 
Johnson, Treasurer; H. Ralph Koch, Jr.; Terri Heller Koch; 
Nancy Polak and Thomas Polak.  

Without your vision we would not have celebrated our fi fteen-
year anniversary.

We also would like to thank all of our dedicated volunteers 
who spent many hours on various projects through the 
years.

The Saucon Valley Conservancy, Inc., a not-for-profi t 501 (c) (3) corporation registered 
in Pennsylvania, was co-founded January 7, 1993, and is dedicated to work in partner-
ship with government bodies, business groups and concerned citizens. Its Mission is to 
preserve the historic and natural environment of the Saucon Valley as an educational and 
recreational resource for the area citizens and visitors.  The Conservancy is a steward of 
the Michael Heller Homestead and the Saucon Creek corridor.

Going back in time...

In 1988, Judith D. Maish, Township Historian and chairperson of Township’s Planning 
Commission, worked in support of Lower Saucon Township accepting ownership of 
the Michael Heller / Stever Farm site on Friedensville Road. Mrs. Maish contacted the 


